
August 5, 2020 

  

 The Giles County School Board held a board meeting at 6:00 p.m. on August 5th, 2020.  Persons present 

were: 
   
 Jason B. Buckland       

 Melissa R. Guynn    Dr. Terry E. Arbogast II, Superintendent  

 Stephen M. Steele    Amanda J. Tickle, Clerk 

 Mark A. Wilburn    Lisa Mustain, Assistant Superintendent 

          

        

 The meeting was called to order by the Chairman. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman.  

 

Dr. Noelle Bissell, Director of the New River Valley Health Department, attended the meeting to discuss COVID-

19 with the School Board.  Back in March, everything was shut down due to the coronavirus.  She stated that they 

have learned a lot over the past 6 months regarding this virus.  She stated that this is novel virus – it is an infection 

that will be around to some degree until we have heard immunity through either vaccination or natural infection.  

She is hopeful for a safe and effective vaccine sooner than later, but she is not banking on it.  The way to prevent 

the spread is through physical distancing, washing hands, face coverings, etc.  She discussed the consequences of 

children not being in school since March.  She stated that generally, younger children normally do well with the 

coronavirus and are not big transmitters of this disease.  If we put measures into place, we can help mitigate 

infection.  She stated that there will be cases in the school, but we do benefit from being in a rural area.  She stated 

that she feels like the health department can support going back to school.  She stated that for the more vulnerable 

population, safety measures are put into place, including face shields and virtual learning.  She stated that the plan 

for GCPS definitely meets CDC guidelines.    

 

Mr. Steele asked about the process of tracer testing.  Dr. Bissell stated that the definition of close contact is less 

than 6 feet apart for more than 15 minutes not wearing any type of protection.  She stated that with a positive case, 

they will talk to the student/individual to see who they have been in close contact with.  She then further explained 

the process after a positive test.  Dr. Bissell feels very confident that her staff can handle the case loads and 

turnaround time.   

 

Mr. Wilburn asked about the process if a child comes to school with a high temperature.  Dr. Bissell explained the 

process of getting them into an isolation room and having the parent pick them up.  

 

Mr. Steele expressed his concern about being able to test between COVID and the flu.  Dr. Bissell stated that they 

have ordered an abundance of flu vaccines and are very hopeful that people will take this vaccine.  She states that 

all the safety measures (washing hands, mask, wiping down things) that we are putting into place with COVID may 

cause a decrease in all of the illnesses and other infections.    

 

Mr. Buckland asked what guidance the health department would be giving to the school system during the year 

when they are evaluating their plan and whether to return to school more days?  Dr. Bissell stated that we will need 

to see what’s going on in our county and schools.  She stated that with a case here and there, we don’t want to 

overreact and shut everything down.   

 

Mr. Buckland asked about the high risk individuals.  Dr. Bissell stated that an individual could always discuss this 

with their primary care provider or even call the health departments.  Dr. Bissell discussed some of the risk factors 

that includes obesity, diabetes, older people, etc.   
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Mr. Steele asked about whether the virus can spread through sweat?   Dr. Bissell stated that the virus does not jump 

up from a surface. She stated that you cannot get this virus from sweat.  Even if you touch a surface that has the 

virus, if you wash your hands well, you shouldn’t get it.  The main transmission is person to person through 

respiratory droplets.  The risk of outdoor transmission is extremely small.  She emphasized the importance of 

washing your hands many times a day.   

 

Mrs. Guynn stated that COVID is not going away, but we are going to have to live with it and follow the 

recommendations from Dr. Bissell.  Dr. Bissell states that if everyone steps up and does their part, we will make a 

dent in all of these infections/diseases.  Mrs. Guynn states that she feels like everyone is always looking at the 

numbers.  Dr. Bissell stated that even though the numbers can change from one day to the next, it doesn’t mean that 

all those cases come in overnight. She also stated that the numbers are cumulative and have nowhere to go but up.  

Dr. Bissell is very concerned with the kids being out of school.   

 

Mr. Buckland asked if there is anything else we can do as a school system to keep our students and staff safe and to 

help the health department.  Dr. Bissell stated that the GCPS falls within the CDC guidelines.  She emphasized 

doing our best with washing hands, staying home when sick, keeping masks on and trying to follow protective 

measures that are in place.   Dr. Bissell stated that we don’t want to take away all of the kids fun.  Taking the kids 

outside and smaller groups are much better for less transmission.  

 

Mr. Steele asked if there was somewhere that individuals could find a question and answer page regarding 

coronavirus questions.  Dr. Bissell stated that they can always call the local health department (540) 267-8240.   

 

Dr. Arbogast stated that today was the last day of the meal program.  We served a total of 278,840 in 107 days. He 

thanked everyone that were involved with this program!!   
 

 

The School Board, on motion of Mr. Wilburn, with second by Mrs. Guynn and unanimous voting, adjourned the meeting. 

 

                                                                                     

Chairman                                   Clerk 
 


